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FEBRUARY 2021 SUBROGATION NEWSLETTER
 TEXAS WINTER STORM SPECIAL EDITION

Subrogating Freeze Damage When Texas Power Plants Are Not Dressed
For Winter

Successful subrogation against power companies is not a given. The Texas Supreme Court is
currently reviewing whether ERCOT will be granted governmental immunity. The potential
exposure from the losses sustained by property owners as a result of power outages will be in
the hundreds of millions of dollars. The Texas Supreme Court ruling will have overreaching
implications for Texas residents and their insurance companies. A favorable ruling will open the
door for subrogation claims to proceed forward. An unfavorable ruling will shut that door
completely. Given the six-month notice requirement, companies will need to act fast in putting ERCOT on notice of their
claims, so as to protect any potential right they might have in the future. Read More....

Record Cold and Snow in the South Will Lead to Many Subrogation
Opportunities

All too often insurance claims professionals assume that cold weather in a southern climate is
an “Act of God”, excusing any third party responsible for not protecting the home from the
foreseeable flooding. In Texas, insurance claims resulting from water damage from frozen
pipes alone could be in the tens of millions of dollars. Ice on the roads does not excuse drivers
from exercising caution and will also lead to tens of millions of dollars in property damage
claims. Plumbers will be in high demand and homeowner insurance claims will certainly be on

the rise. While frozen water itself may be an act of nature, care should be taken to investigate what caused the water to
freeze. Good investigation may reveal a liable third party and subrogation may be available. Read More....

Subrogating Slip and Fall Cases Involving Snow and Ice

Injury and workers’ compensation cases involving slips and falls on snow and ice during winter
in America’s northern states, and southern states this year, continue to be a perplexing
subrogation puzzle for insurance claims and subrogation professionals. During the winter
months, our office sees a flood of cases involving slips and falls on ice, snow, and slush during
winter conditions. It is important to understand when and how liability attaches in such cases –
and when it does not. Read More....

Matthiesen, Wickert & Lehrer, S.C. Announces Matthew Spolsky Is Now
Licensed In California

Matthiesen, Wickert & Lehrer, S.C. (“MWL”) is pleased to welcome Matthew M. Spolsky, a
new litigation associate, to the firm. Matt has been employed with MWL for the past two and a
half years, serving as a hearing representative in our California office. He studied for and took
the difficult California State Bar Exam while working at MWL and was sworn in on January 15,
2021. Matt brings with him a wealth of administrative workers’ comp experience with the
W.C.A.B. and will now be handling additional subrogation cases throughout California. Matt's
practice will focus on workers’ comp lien matters, property and casualty, workers’ comp, and
auto subrogation cases throughout California and across the country. His understanding of the
workers’ comp case in chief will provide welcome assistance to the subrogation practice here

at MWL. Read More....

Webinar | Introduction to California Workers' Comp Subrogation

California is one of the most complicated states when it comes to workers’ comp subrogation. In California,
workers’ comp is mandatory for all employers, even if the company has one employee. We will discuss the many
nuances of California workers’ comp subrogation, including statutory rights, who can bring a third-party action,
notice requirements, when to intervene, allocation of third-party recovery, how employer negligence effects
allocation, Exclusive Remedy Rule, and many other issues affecting subrogation. This webinar will be beneficial to
claims professional in all levels of experience who have subrogation responsibilities in the Golden State.

Date: April 14, 2021
Time: 11:00 - 12:30 p.m. (CDT)
Presenter: Katherine Sandoval
Cost: Complimentary

Click HERE
To Register For Webinar

 

New Client Introduction to Matthiesen, Wickert & Lehrer

Ashton Kirsch will be presenting a brief introduction to MWL and an outline of the premier
services that we provide to our clients on March 9, 2021 at 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. (CDT). If you or
your company are new to MWL and have considered working with our firm, then this will be a
great opportunity for you to get to know more about us. The presentation will introduce you to
our national recovery program and explain why our unique practice will allow you to maximize
subrogation recoveries. Ashton will be available for a brief Q/A following the presentation. You
can join this presentation on March 9, 2021 using the link HERE. 

Time Travel For The Insurance Industry

See HERE for a provocative 60-second video explaining why Matthiesen, Wickert & Lehrer views the handling of your
subrogation claims - large and small - as time travel for the insurance industry. We help turn back the hands of time and
attack the enemy of our industry - claims - utilizing our experience and expertise. Check it out!

Join MWL's LinkedIn Subroga�on Support Network Group! 

We welcome you to join our LinkedIn Subrogation Support Network Group! It is a community managed by Matthiesen,
Wickert & Lehrer, S.C., that offers insurance professionals a place to interact, discuss subrogation insurance-related topics and
issues, ask subrogation questions, and keep abreast of new developments and/or changes in the subrogation law for all 50
states. If you would like to join this LinkedIn group, please click HERE.

We Are Social | Follow Us

We are asking our clients and friends to help us expand our social media presence by following our firm’s LinkedIn,
Facebook, Twi�er, and YouTube pages. The legal face of insurance litigation in our industry seems to change almost daily.
Following our social media pages will assist you in keeping up-to-date and informed on developments and changes in the law
that effect the industry, which is key to obtaining the best results.
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