














Manifest: The ship captain’s list of
individual goods that make up the ship’s
cargo.

Marine Surveyor: Person who inspects a
ship hull or its cargo for damage or
quality.

Master: The officer in charge of the ship.
“Captain” is a courtesy title often given to
a master.

Maritime: (Adjective) Located on or near
the sea. Commerce or navigation by sea.
The maritime industry includes people
working for transportation (ship, rail,
truck and towboat/barge) companies,
freight forwarders and custom brokers;
stevedoring companies; labor unions;
chandlers; warehouses; ship building and
repair firms; importers/exporters; pilot
associations, etc.

Marshaling Yard: Any open area for
assembly of cargo for export or
placement of imported cargo awaiting
inland transport. Container terminals
may use a grounded or wheeled layout. If
the cargo box is placed directly on the
ground, it is called a grounded operation.
If the box is on a chassis/trailer, it is a
wheeled operation.

NVOCC: A non-vessel-owning common
carrier that buys space aboard a ship to
get a lower volume rate. An NVOCC then
sells that space to various small shippers,
consolidates their freight, issues bills of
lading and books space aboard a ship.

Ocean Carrier: Diesel-fueled vessels have
replaced the old steamships of the past,
although many people still refer to
modern diesel ships as steamships.
Likewise, the person who represents the
ship in port is still often called a
steamship agent.

On-Dock Rail: Direct shipside rail
service. Includes the ability to load and
unload containers/breakbulk directly
from rail car to vessel.

On-Terminal Rail: Rail service and
trackage provided by a railroad within a
designated terminal area.

Piggyback: A rail transport mode where a
loaded truck trailer is shipped on a rail
flatcar.

Port: This term is used both for the
harbor area where ships are docked and
for the agency (port authority), which
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administers use of public wharves and
port properties.

Quay: A wharf, which parallels the
waterline.

Steamship Line: Organization that
operates ocean carriers/vessels to
transport cargo.

Steamship Agent: The local
representative who acts as liaison among
the ship owners, local port authorities,
terminals and supply/service companies.

Stevedore: Labor management
companies that provide equipment and
hire workers to transport cargo between
ships and docks. Stevedore companies
may also serve as terminal operators. The
laborers hired by the stevedoring firms
are called longshoremen.

Tariff: Schedule, system of duties
imposed by a government on the
import/export of goods; also charges,
rates and rules of a transportation
company as listed in published industry
tables.

Terminal: The place where cargo is
handled is called a terminal (or a wharf).

Toplift: A piece of equipment similar to a
forklift that lifts from above rather than
below. Used to handle containers in the
storage yard to and from storage stacks,
trucks, and railcars.

Transshipment: The unloading of cargo
at a port or point where it is then
reloaded, sometimes into another mode
of transportation, for transfer to a final
destination.

Transtainer: A type of crane used in the
handling of containers, which is
motorized, mounted on rubber tires and
can straddle at least four railway tracks,
some up to six, with a lifting capacity of
35 tons for loading and unloading
containers to and from railway cars.

Vessel: A ship or large boat.

Vessel Operator: A firm that charters
vessels from its service requirements,
which are handled by their own offices or
appointed agents at ports of call. Vessel
operators also handle the operation of
vessels on behalf of owners.

Way Bill: The document used to identify
the shipper and consignee, present the
routing, describe the goods, present the

applicable rate, show the weight of the
shipment, and make other useful
information notations.

Wharf: The place at which ships tie up to
unload and load cargo. The wharf
typically has front and rear loading docks
(aprons), a transit shed, open
(unshedded) storage areas, truck bays and
rail tracks.
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